
The former State Road 
shopping center has been 
the site of redevelopment 
plans (now activity) for 
many years. As part of the 
process to begin recon-
struction, voluntary envi-
ronmental testing was 
done.  
 

In November of 2013 the 
Ohio EPA was presented 
with the entire environ-
mental assessment. After 
thorough review, the Ohio 
EPA recommended     
sampling at the IHM prop-
erty for potential vapor   
intrusion of PCE and TCE
(Tetrachloroethylene and       

Trichloroethylene).  

Over the students’ spring 
break, Ohio EPA sent in a 
team to perform several 
types of sampling to deter-
mine if any students, staff or 
parishioners were being ex-
posed to dangerous levels 
of either of these two con-
taminants.  
 

Early tests indicated a small 
presence of PCE in a few 
places in the lowest level of 
the school building. All read-
ings were below US EPA’s 
residential threshold level. 
One classroom did read a 
bit higher than most (still 
below the US EPA residen-
tial threshold) and 

ARAQMD, as a program of 
Summit County Public 
Health, made a recommen-
dation that those children 
be relocated for the       
remainder of the year—out 
of an abundance of      
caution. 
 

Once Ohio EPA has the 
full compliment of testing 
results, all parties will be 
invited to a meeting to dis-
cuss and ARAQMD will 
make further recommenda-
tions as needed.   
 

**Editor’s note: Construction did 
not cause this problem. It was 
actually the catalyst to discover 
it. 
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Ohio EPA has New Leader  

Geography and Environ-
mental Science. After 
receiving a scholarship, 
he also graduated from 
Ohio University with a 
Masters in Environmental 
Science. 
 

The staff at ARAQMD 
looks forward to working 
with 
Director 
Butler.  

Agriculture and the Environ-
ment in Governor Kasich’s 
administration.  
 

A public servant of more 
than 24 years, he previously 
served as  District Chief of 
both Ohio EPA’s Central 
District  Office and its 
Southeast District  Office. 
He is a board member of 
the Dangerous Wild Animal 
Board and is a past member 
of the Board of Directors for 
the Ohio Alliance for the 
Environment.  
 

Mr. Butler graduated from 
Mansfield University in 
Mansfield, Pennsylvania 
with honors with a BA in 

In early January 2014, Scott 
Nally resigned as Director of 
the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency. His res-
ignation came as a surprise 
to many. He held his posi-
tion for 3 years. Immedi-
ately, Governor Kasich ap-
point Craig Butler as the 
interim director. 
 

On February 21, 2014, the 
Governor appointed Mr. 
Butler as Director of the 
Ohio EPA. Butler served as 
interim director of the 
Agency immediately follow-
ing former director Nally’s 
departure. He had been 
serving as the Assistant 
Policy Director for Energy, Photo credit: OEPA website 
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Director Butler Visits ALCOA 

Craig Butler spent part of his first full day, 
February 25, 2014, as Ohio EPA Director 
touring the Alcoa cast house operation in 
Barberton, Ohio.  
 

 

During the visit, Alcoa management    
explained the process of recycling      
cuttings, chips and solid scrap from the 
wheel making process back into pure 
aluminum logs.  The logs are ready to be 
forged into wheel blanks that will be 
made into finished wheels at the wheel 
finishing facility next door, where the cy-

cle repeats.   During the presentation, 
Alcoa explained how not only this facil-
ity is recycling the aluminum waste 
stream, but aluminum truck wheels in-
crease the fleet efficiency by saving 
over 300 pounds per axle as opposed 
to more traditional steel wheels.  This 
efficiency directly corresponds to a re-
duction in the amount of pollutants go-
ing in to our air. 
 

The Director toured the facility, noting 

that the facility is an excellent example 

of green projects that create jobs and 

help protect the environment.  He also 

mentioned that Ohio EPA is unique in 

their partnership with local air agencies 

like ARAQMD. ARAQMD and OEPA 

Division of Air Pollution Control (DAPC) 

Central Office employees drafted and 

issued the Federally Enforceable Per-

mit to Install and Operate (FEPTIO) 

that was issued to the facility in July 

2012. 
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Ohio EPA was born in October 1972. 
Since then we have seen noticeable   
improvements in air quality. The follow-
ing information is from the 
OEPA website.  
 

In the 1970s, the air in 
Ohio's cities was so 
dirty that people had to 
use headlights to drive 
in the daytime. 
 

Laundry hanging outside 
to dry would be stained 
with pollution from blast 
furnaces, and people 
brushed soot off their cars 
with snowbrushes. 
 

In 1975, 44 air pollution alerts forced  

facilities to stop production until the air 
cleared. Ohio has had no air alerts for 

decades. 

 

Today, facilities 
operate with      
sophisticated air 
pollution control 
equipment and 
Ohio EPA oper-
ates one of the 
largest air monitor-
ing networks in the 
country. 
 

ARAQMD is proud 
to have been a 

part of the effort! We are working to 
protect our air. 

40 Years of Air Quality Progress 

Lead Down 95% 

Carbon Monoxide Down 80% 

Nitrogen Oxide Down 39% 

Ozone Down 19% 

Sulfur Dioxide Down 71% 

Particulate Matter 2.5 
microns & smaller 

Down 36% 

Particulate Matter 10 
microns & smaller 

Down 40% 

Alcoa's Tim Meyer and Dean Meridew explain the 
Barberton Ohio Cast house Operation Center to Ohio 
EPA Director Craig Butler (center) 



Statistic Snap Shot 

P AGE 3  V OLUME 27 ,  IS SUE  1  

4th Quarter 2013 Complaints 

Area Commercial/
Industrial 

Residential Total 

Akron 1 4 5 

Summit County 1 3 4 

Medina County 1 4 5 

Portage County 1 6 7 

Ravenna 0 0 0 

Kent 0 0 0 

Permits Issued 

Quarter PTI  PTIO  TV  PBR 

**Includes PPP & 
PP 

Draft Final Draft Final Draft** Final Total 

4th 2013 0 1 0 12 2 3 15 

1st 2014 1 2 3 11 1 0 30 

Asbestos 
 

4th Q—Notifications  211 
4th Q—Inspections  11 
 

1st Q—Notifications  161 
1st Q—Inspections  16 

Indoor Air Quality Inquiries 
 

4th Q—32 
 

1st Q—17 

1st Quarter 2014 Complaints 

Area Commercial/
Industrial 

Residential Total 

Akron 3 2 5 

Summit County 2 3 5 

Medina County 1 0 1 

Portage County 2 0 2 

Ravenna 0 0 0 

Kent 0 0 0 

Site Visits 4th Quarter 2013  

FEPTIO 5  

Title V 3  

Non Title V 6  

GDF 72  

Full  
Compliance  
Evaluations 

7 

Site Visits 1st Quarter 2014  

FEPTIO 10 

Title V 4 

Non Title V 2 

GDF 90 

Full  
Compliance  
Evaluations 

5 
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1st Quarter 2014 

Daily AQI 

4th Quarter 2013  

Daily AQI 

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27

A
Q

I V
al

u
e

FEBRUARY 2014

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHYFOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31

A
Q

I V
al

u
e

MARCH 2014

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHYFOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31

A
Q

I V
al

u
e

OCTOBER 2013

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29

A
Q

I V
al

u
e

NOVEMBER 2013

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31

A
Q

I V
al

u
e

DECEMBER 2013

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHYFOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY

0

50

100

150

200

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31
A

Q
I V

al
u

e

JANUARY 2014

GOOD

MODERATE

UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS

UNHEALTHY



P AGE 5  

T HE  A IR  Y OU BRE ATHE  

Supreme Court Upholds CSAPR 

Excerpted from an article in April 29, 2014 
edition of Greenwire. Author: Jeremy P.  
Jacobs 
 

The 6-2 decision upholds EPA's Cross-State 
Air Pollution Rule, or CSAPR, a regulatory 
regime for 28 Eastern states that requires 
upwind states to cut emissions that cause 
downwind states to exceed the agency's air 
standards. 
 

A federal appellate court invalidated the pro-
gram in August 2012 after it was challenged 
by utilities and several states, holding that 
EPA had improperly relied on a cost analysis 
in determining how much states must cut 
emissions and superseded state authority by 
implementing federal plans before states 
were allowed to draft their own. 
 

In a 32-page opinion, Ginsburg wrote that 
the court is largely bound by its precedent in 
1984's Chevron v. Natural Resources De-
fense Council, which held that if a statute's 
language is ambiguous, courts must defer to 
an agency's interpretation. 
 

The Clean Air Act, and specifically the good 
neighbor provision at issue, does not tell 
EPA what factors to consider. 
 

The ruling comes after a string of losses for 
EPA's cross-state programs. The agency 
has been trying to implement the good 
neighbor provision since 1998. In 2005, EPA 
issued its Clean Air Interstate Rule, or CAIR, 
but it was thrown out by federal judges in 
2008 for not doing enough to protect public 
health. 

But Ginsburg, joined by the liberal wing of 
the court and Chief Justice John Roberts 
and Justice Anthony Kennedy, held that the 
Clean Air Act does not require EPA to give 
states another crack at a SIP after the 
agency found the state's good neighbor 
plans inadequate. 
 

"In short, nothing in the statute places EPA 
under an obligation to provide specific met-
rics to States before they undertake to fulfill 
their good neighbor obligations," Ginsburg 
wrote. "By altering the schedule Congress 
provided for SIPs and FIPs, the D.C. Circuit 
stretched out the process. It allowed a delay 
Congress did not order and placed an      
information submission obligation on EPA     
Congress did not impose." 
 

Two conservative justices, Antonin Scalia 
and Clarence Thomas, dissented from the 
opinion. A third, Justice Samuel Alito, 
recused himself from the case. 
 

Scalia said the majority went too far in defer-
ring to EPA's judgment, casting the case as 
an instance where "unelected agency       
officials" are exercising "broad lawmaking 
authority." 
 

Backing the reasoning of the D.C. Circuit 
opinion, Scalia said the Clean Air Act       
requires upwind states to only cut the      
proportional amount that they contribute to 
downwind states. EPA cannot, Scalia wrote, 
require states to reduce emissions by more 
than they are responsible for a downwind 
state exceeding a NAAQS. 
 

"Today, the majority approves that undemo-
cratic revision of the Clean Air Act," Scalia 
wrote. 
 

Notably, Ginsburg indicated agreement on 
this point but said the hypothetical situation 
isn't a reason to invalidate the entire rule. If a 
state does end up having to reduce emis-
sions by more than its share of a neighbor-
ing state's pollution, that state could bring a 
"particularized, as applied challenge" to 
EPA's program, she wrote. 
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Each year the American Lung Association analyze data from air quality monitors around the country to compile their 
State of the Air Report. As technology has grown, the reports and tools they place on their website have grown more and 
more impressive. The following are snapshots of what the ALA has to say about the air in our 3 county service area: 
 

 They even have a neat tool that you can use to compare the air quality in our reporting area, Cleveland-Akron-Canton, 
to any other reporting area in the United States. For fun, I pulled a comparison to the Los Angeles, 

CA area. Interestingly, while they have over quadruple the number of bad 
air quality days due to just Ozone, our scores were nearly identical!  
 
The ALA also lists the top 25 Dirtiest cities by pollutant. For Ozone, the 
“winner” is Los Angeles– Long Beach area (note comments above). Our 
region tied for 24th with Sheboygan, Wisconsin. In fact, California placed 
6 regions in the top 10 for worst ozone pollution. 
 

For Year Round Particle Pollution (or PM2.5) our region was graded at a 
tie for 16th place with Birmingham-Hoover-Talladega, Alabama. California 
again placed a “winner” with Fresno-Madera, CA taking home the unpleas-
ant distinction.  California had 7 regions in the top 25 this time. 
 
Finally, for Short Term Particle Pollution we actually didn’t make the top 
25!! However, poor California was well represented with EIGHT regions 
making the top 25.  
 
If you’re interested in seeing the Lung Association’s take on current air 
quality concerns, log on to their site at www.stateoftheair.org/2014. Also, 
look inside (page 2) for 40 year trend data for our area. It tells a pretty good 
story! 

ALA’s 2014 State of the Air 

Follow us on Facebook! 
AQI, Pollen Counts, AQ Advi-

sory alerts and more! 

Phone: 330.375.2480 

Fax: 330.375.2402 

Email: araqmd@schd.org 

Website: www.araqmd.org 

Summit County 

Portage County 

Medina County 


